
A survey was conducted and the 
results say that the majority of 
Canadians remain in favour of 
immigration. Conducted in February, 
the annual Focus Canada survey by 
the Environics Institute and the 
Canadian Race Relations Foundation 
interviewed 2,000 Canadians over 
the age of 18. Despite the hardening 
of views against immigrants in 
the United States and Europe, the 

study found that most Canadians 
continue to view immigration in 
a mainly positive light. Overall, 
60 per cent of those surveyed 
expressed a favourable view of 
immigration. This jumped to 80 per 
cent who see immigration having 
a positive impact on Canada’s 
economy. Only 16 per cent of 
Canadians disagreed with this view. 

The Government of Canada has 
invited 3,000 Express Entry 
candidates to apply for Canadian 
permanent residence in a new draw 
that took place on March 14. The 
minimum Comprehensive Ranking 
System score for this draw was 456. 
This draw took place after the first 
three-week gap between draws in 
2018. The previous draws this year 
took place every two weeks. Draws 
in 2018 have also seen the number of 

Invitations to Apply (ITAs) fluctuate 
between 2,750 and 3,000 and CRS 
scores range between today’s 
high of 456 and 442, which is the 
lowest score drawn thus far in 2018.

S ta r t -up  Visa  P rogram
Canada’s Start-up Visa Program 
targets immigrant entrepreneurs 
with the skills and potential to 
build businesses in Canada that:
a r e  i n n o v a t i v e
can create jobs for Canadians
can compete on a global scale
Do you have an innovative 

business idea? If you can get 
support for your idea from one of 
the designated organizations, you 
may be able to immigrate to Canada.
There are many reasons why 
Canada is the best place to 
build your business. Canada’s 
a d v a n t a g e s  i n c l u d e :
a  s t r o n g  e c o n o m y
l o w  t a x e s
l o w  b u s i n e s s  c o s t s
excellence in research and innovation
a high quality of l ife
To be eligible for the Start-up 
Visa Program, you must: 

Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada began sending 
out invitations this week to potential 
sponsors through its Parents and 
Grandparents Program. In a March 
19 update, Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) 
announced that potential sponsors 
have now been selected at random 
and have 60 days (from the date 
of invitation) to submit a complete 
application. Last year, IRCC 
introduced new procedures for the 
Parents and Grandparents Program, 
or PGP, including a first step that 
requires Canadian citizens and 
permanent residents to submit an 
Interest to Sponsor form. This year, 
IRCC accepted forms from potential 
sponsors between January 2 and 
February 1. It then randomly selected 
individuals who submitted an 
Interest to Sponsor form. IRCC says 
that if 10,000 complete applications 
are not received from selected 
potential sponsors, there may be an 

additional round of invitations held 
at a later date in 2018. Individuals 
who submitted an Interest to Sponsor 
form and have been selected are 
now being contacted by IRCC via 
email. IRCC encourages those who 
have completed and submitted an 
Interest to Sponsor form to check 
the inbox and junk mail folder of the 
email account they used to submit 
it. A newly added feature allows 
potential sponsors to look up their 
assigned confirmation number and 
compare it with a published list of 
invitees. This means individuals can 
find out if they have been invited 
to submit an application and begin 
preparing their application before 
receiving a confirmation email from 
IRCC. Individuals who have lost or 
forgotten the unique confirmation 
number issued upon submitting 
an Interest to Sponsor form can 
complete a new online form and find 
out within 10 business days if they 
were invited to apply. IRCC said it 

introduced the randomized selection 
process and Interest to Sponsor form 
to the PGP sponsorship program to 
fast-track the application process 
and reduce costs incurred by 
applicants with the previous first-
come, first-served paper-based 
application process. Last year, IRCC 
also doubled the intake cap for the 
PGP from 5,000 to 10,000 in order 
to help more Canadian citizens 
and permanent residents bring 
their loved ones to Canada. The 
new process also favours complete 
applications, which means that 
individuals who have submitted an 
Interest to Sponsor form in the latest 
round may yet be invited to apply if 
those currently invited don’t apply 
or submit complete applications. 
Therefore, individuals who did not 
receive an invitation to submit a 
complete application should not 
lose hope and IRCC asks that these 
individuals remain up-to-date on any 
prospective future invitation rounds.
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Before you can apply for the Start-up 
Visa Program, you must have the 
support of a designated organization. 
These are business groups that 
have been approved to invest 
in or support possible start-ups.
If a designated organization 
decides to support your business, 
it will give you a Letter of Support.
You must include the Letter of 
Support with your application. If you 
do not include the letter or do not 
meet any of the requirements below, 
we will refuse your application.

Up to five people can apply for the 
Start-up Visa Program as owners 
of a single business. However, to 
meet the ownership requirements:
each applicant must hold at 
least 10 percent of the voting 
rights in the business and
the designated organization and 
the applicants must jointly 
hold more than 50 per cent of 
the voting rights in the business.

Note: Voting rights are the right 
of a business owner to vote within 
a company. The right to vote is 
attached to each share of a business 
that is outstanding at a given time.

The ability to communicate and work 
in English, French, or both will help 
your business succeed in Canada.
You must take a language test 
from an approved agency and 
include the results with your 
application, or we will not process it.
You must meet the minimum 
level of the Canadian Language 
Benchmark (CLB) 5 in either English 

or French in all of these four areas:
-Speaking
-Reading
-Listening
-Writing
Use  your  t e s t  r esu l t s 
to find your CLB level.
If you do not meet the 
minimum language skills, we 
will refuse your application.

The Government of Canada does 
not give financial support to 

new Start-up Visa immigrants.
You must show that you have 
enough money to support yourself 

and your dependants after you arrive 
in Canada. You cannot borrow this 
money from another person. You 

will need to give proof that you 
have the money when you apply.

Prove your business is supported by a designated organization

Show that your business meets the ownership requirements

Meet the language requirements

Bring enough money to settle

Number of 
Family Members

Funds Required 
(in Canadian dollars)

1 $12,475
2 $15,531
3 $19,093
4 $23,181
5 $26,292
6 $29,652
7 $33,014

For each additional family member $3,361


