
The Ad Hoc Intergovernmental Task 
Force on Irregular Migration met 
yesterday to discuss latest progress 
and ongoing coordinating efforts to 
address irregular migration. Federal 
Minister and Task Force Chair, Marc 
Garneau, opened the meeting by 
reiterating his strong appreciation for 
the hard work being carried out by all 
levels of government and community 
organizations that have helped to 
manage irregular migration. Minister 
of Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship, Ahmed Hussen, reported 
on the progress made over the last 
five months in implementing faster 
processing, issuing Interim Federal 
Health Program (IFHP) coverage 
and work permits, and reducing 
the eligibility interview inventory. 
Minister Hussen mentioned that 
significant work was completed in 
response to the irregular migration 
movement, most notably, reducing 
the backlog of claimants waiting for 
an eligibility interview from a peak 
of about 6,000 in August to 238 in 
mid-December. He added that almost 
10,000 work permits were issued to 
irregular migrants so they can better 
support themselves and processing 
times were less than 30 days. The 
Minister has also extended the IFHP 
coverage to asylum seekers arriving 
between ports of entry in Lacolle 
until April 30, 2018. There has been 
ongoing engagement at various levels 

focused on information sharing and 
capacity building. Minister of Public 
Safety, Ralph Goodale, spoke to 
his U.S. counterpart several times 
to discuss the issue of irregular 
migration and its impact on both 
countries. This enhanced engagement 
has resulted in an agreement by 
senior officials to meet on a regular 
basis. Minister Hussen provided 
details on the continuing outreach 
being undertaken in the U.S. by 
federal departments and Canadian 
missions to share and correct any 
misinformation about Canada’s 
immigration system. During a 
recent visit with the East and West 
African-American communities in 
Minneapolis, Minister Hussen also 
met with Governor Mark Dayton 
to outline Canada’s approach to 
immigration and concerns with 
irregular migration. Member of 
Parliament, Pablo Rodriguez, 
travelled to Houston and Dallas, 
Texas, on November 27 and 28 
where he met with stakeholders 
in local and state governments, 
community leaders, Spanish 
language media, immigration service 
providers, and the Mexican and 
Central American consulates. In 
light of the recent U.S. decision to 
end the Temporary Protection Status 
of Salvadorians, Mr. Rodriguez will 
also be travelling to Los Angeles 
next week to conduct more outreach 

activities. Furthermore, Immigration, 
Refugees and Citizenship Canada 
has launched a targeted advertising 
campaign to reach key populations 
in the U.S. to inform them of the 
risks of irregular border crossings , 
and to emphasize that crossing the 
border illegally is not a free ticket to 
Canada. Minister Hussen pointed out 
that they have adapted some of their 
contingency planning to adequately 
address potential future irregular 
movement not only in Quebec, but 
in other provinces as well. Tabletop 
exercises were also recently 
conducted by Public Safety Canada 
with partners in British Columbia 
and Manitoba in early December to 
examine and validate their respective 
plans. Another tabletop exercise is 
scheduled for Quebec in February. 
Minister Heurtel mentioned that the 
Government of Quebec continues to 
monitor the situation closely and that 
they will be able to quickly deploy 
the necessary resources should there 
be a surge in the number of refugee 
protection claimants crossing the 
Canadian border and heading for 
Quebec. He added that the situation 
in the summer of 2017 highlighted 
how important it is that the federal 
and provincial governments share 
information. Minister Heurtel noted 
that good collaboration will mean 
that intervention plans will be better 
synchronized, resulting in service 

delivery that is adapted to the 
circumstances. The Government of 
Quebec has ensured for its part that 
its service provision remains relevant 
and effective, particularly in terms of 
ensuring protection and delivery of 
basic social services and temporary 
housing, fostering the integration 
of refugee protection claimants into 
the labour market and expediting 
access to permanent housing. The 
Government of Ontario noted that 
although there have been no reported 
interceptions of irregular arrivals 
in Ontario, the province is seeing 
asylum seekers arriving through 
secondary migration. They added that 
they look forward to continued work 
with federal partners to develop plans 
that meet provincial needs, while 
ensuring early engagement with 
affected municipalities and service 
providers. They concluded by saying 
that, beyond immediate issues, 
contingency planning must look to 
address longer term requirements 
and they look forward to taking part 
in a future tabletop exercise with 
federal partners. Minister Hussen 
concluded the meeting by thanking 
his provincial counterparts for their 
close cooperation over the past 
number of months. The Task Force 
will continue to collaborate and share 
information moving forward.

The Partial Ownership Stream is 
designed for applicants who wish 
to transition into the Prince Edward 
Island business community by 
becoming a part owner in a business. 
The applicant must meet the program 
criteria, minimum net worth and 
investment thresholds and will be 
required to make a conditionally 
refundable deposit of $200,000 
CAD to be held in escrow. Upon 
applying, meeting the criteria of 
the program, signing the necessary 

agreements and making the $200,000 
CAD refundable escrow deposit, the 
applicant will be granted nomination. 
Of the $200,000 CAD deposit 
$25,000 CAD will be refunded after 
6 months of residency on Prince 
Edward Island another $25,000 
CAD will be refunded after 1 year of 
residency on Prince Edward Island 
and the remaining $150,000 CAD 
will be released upon the applicant 
meeting the requirements outlined in 
the escrow agreement.

Nova Scotia still has room 
for immigration. The Atlantic 
Immigration Pilot launched in March 
2017 and was designed to bring more 
skilled workers to Atlantic Canada 
by quickly identifying employers 
and reducing applicant processing 

time to six months or less. But, it has 
only filled a quarter of its spots so 
far; 201 spots filled of 792. This is 
an opportunity for new immigrants to 
consider a new method to immigrate 
to Canada. 

Ministerial Instructions respecting 
invitations to apply for permanent 
residence under the Express Entry 
system #81 – January 10, 2018
Interpretation 
1 The following definitions apply in 
these Instructions.

Eligible foreign national: A foreign 
national whose expression of 
interest is in the express entry pool 
established by the Express Entry 
Instructions. 

Express Entry Instructions: the 
Ministerial Instructions Respecting 
the Express Entry System, as 
published in the Canada Gazette, Part 
I, on December 1, 2014, as amended 
from time to time.

general ranking: the ranking of 
eligible foreign nationals relative to 
each other, regardless of the class 

under which they can receive an 
invitation. 

Invitation: has the same meaning 
as in section 1 of the Express Entry 
Instructions. 

Invitations — Period  
2 Invitations may be issued under 
these Ministerial Instructions during 
the period beginning on January 10, 
2018, and ending on January 11, 
2018.

Invitations — Number  
3 The number of invitations that may 
be issued is 2,750.

Invitations — Rank 
4 For an eligible foreign national to 
be invited to make an application, 
they must be ranked among the first 
2,750 eligible foreign nationals in the 
general ranking.  
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