
Science, Technology, Engineering 
or Math degrees will get special 
immigration program
Manitoba is launching Canada’s 
first fast-track immigration program 
for international students who have 
a degree in Science, Technology, 
Engineering or Math. The new 
International Education Stream is 
only for international students who 
have studied in Manitoba and has 
several tiers. The most generous 
will allow recent graduates to 
apply for permanent resident status 
as soon as they graduate, without a 
job offer or any work experience. 
The province will begin accepting 
applications in April 2018.

24 Entrepreneurs Invited To Apply 
For Nova Scotia Immigration
Nova Scotia conducted the latest 
draw under its Entrepreneur stream 
on November 15th, 2017.  The 
draw issued 24 candidates with 
Invitations to Apply for Nova Scotia 
immigration, with the lowest-
ranked candidate scoring 91 points. 
The previous draw, on October 
10, 2017, saw 12 Invitations to 
Apply issued and a score of 97 
for the lowest-ranked candidate. 
Historically, the highest number 
of invitations from a monthly draw 
is 36, while the lowest minimum 
score is 90. 

Tech Pilot- Final 2017 Draw Date 
Released
British Columbia immigration 
officials have advised that the final 
2017 round of invitations under the 
B.C. PNP Tech Pilot will take place 
on December 18. Draws are made 
weekly under the immigration 
stream that prioritizes processing 
for 32 specialist technology 
occupations that are in demand by 
employers in the province. It was 
launched earlier in 2017, with the 
first tech-only draw made on June 
14. A statement from the province 
said that the weekly draws will 
resume in the first week of January 
2018.
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Canada lifts visa requirements on Romania and Bulgaria

Citizens of Romania and Bulgaria no 
longer need a visa as of 9 a.m. ET (4 
p.m. EET) today, to travel to Canada 
for short stays (normally for up to 
six months) for business, to visit 
family and friends, or for tourism.  
However, similar to other visa-
exempt travellers, they will need 
an Electronic Travel Authorization 
(eTA) to fly to or transit through a 
Canadian airport. An eTA allows 
officials to screen travellers for 
potential inadmissibility before they 

board their flight to Canada.  The 
decision to lift the visa requirements 
is a culmination of high-level 
engagement with Romania and 
Bulgaria on visa issues that began in 
2014. It demonstrates the importance 
the Government of Canada places on 
its relationship with both countries, 
and the EU more broadly.

How the new entry rules work:
Travellers should note that having 
an eTA does not automatically 

mean that travellers will be allowed 
to enter Canada. Romanians and 
Bulgarians, like all international 
travellers to Canada, will need to 
present themselves to a Canada 
Border Services Agency officer 
upon arrival in the country. Border 
services officers determine who can 
enter and for how long someone 
can stay in the country. Most 
international visitors are allowed to 
stay up to six months from the day 
they enter Canada.  
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Method of travel, activity or 
status in Canada

Travel document you will need

Flying to or transiting through a 
Canadian airport after 9 a.m. 
ET (4 p.m. EET) on December 1, 2017,
 and do not have a Canadian visa or a valid eTA?

You will need to apply for an eTA. 
You can apply online at Canada.ca/eTA.

Flying to or transiting through a Canadian airport 
and you have a valid Canadian visa or eTA?

If you have a valid visa: You can travel with
that visa until it expires.  You do not need to
apply for an eTA. If you have a valid eTA (for example, 
lawful permanent resident of the U.S. 
or eligible under eTA expansion): 
You can travel with that eTA until it 
expires or you get a new passport.

Driving to Canada from the U.S. or arriving 
by bus, train or boat, including cruise ship?

You will need a valid passport. 
As the eTA requirement only applies 
when you fly to Canada, you do not need an 
eTA when arriving by land or sea.

Flying to Canada to work? You may need to apply for a work permit. 
When your permit is approved, you will automatically 
be issued an eTA, which will allow you to fly to, 
or transit through a Canadian airport for as long 
as the eTA is valid.

Flying to Canada to study? You may need to apply for a study permit.  
If your permit is approved, you will 
automatically be issued an eTA, 
which will allow you to fly to, or transit through
 a Canadian airport for as long as the eTA is valid.
Note: A study permit is normally not required 
when your studies are for less than six months. 
If you do not require a study permit, you will still
 need to apply for an eTA to fly to or transit
 through a Canadian airport.

Already in Canada and renewing your study or work permit? You will automatically be issued an eTA 
once your work or study permit is renewed.

Already in Canada as a visitor and planning to stay l
onger than six months?

You will need to apply to extend your stay as a visitor.

Flying to Canada and you are a Canadian dual citizen? You will need a valid Canadian passport to fly to Canada

Flying to Canada and you are a Canadian permanent resident? You will need a valid Canadian permanent 
resident card or a permanent resident 
travel document.
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The Alberta Immigrant Nominee 
Program has reached its maximum 
allotment of 5,500 nomination 
certificates for 2017. All 
applications that have already 
been submitted will be processed, 
the AINP said, but no further 
certificates will be issued until 2018. 
As of Dec. 4, the AINP reported 
that more than 3,050 applications 
were in the queue for assessing 
and processing. It’s possible that 
Alberta will benefit from a slightly 
higher allotment in 2018 as a result 
of the federal government’s multi-
year immigration plan, which was 
announced November 1st 2017. The 
federal plan includes an increased 
Provincial Nominee Program target 
of 55,000 for 2018, up eight per 

cent over 2017’s target of 51,000. 
The new year will also bring to 
life Alberta’s two new provincial 
nomination streams: The Alberta 
Opportunity Stream and the Alberta 
Express Entry Stream. The Alberta 
Opportunity Stream will combine 
the current Employer-Driven 
Stream and Strategic Recruitment 
Stream and 11 sub-categories and 
consolidate them under one set 
of eligibility criteria. The Alberta 
Express Entry Stream will allow 
the AINP to nominate a limited 
number of candidates in the federal 
government’s Express Entry pool, 
which includes candidates from 
the federal government’s three 
economic immigration classes: 
the Federal Skilled Worker Class 

(FSWC), the Federal Skilled Trades 
Class (FSTC), and the Canadian 
Experience Class (CEC). Express 
Entry candidates who receive a 
nomination through the Alberta 
Express Entry Stream receive an 
additional 600 Comprehensive 
Ranking System points and an 
Invitation To Apply for Canadian 
permanent residence in a subsequent 
Express Entry draw. In order to 
be considered under the Alberta 
Express Entry Stream, candidates 
must have a profile in the Express 
Entry pool.  When it announced the 
creation of the Alberta Opportunities 
and the Alberta Express Entry-
aligned streams in October, the 
Government of Alberta also noted 
a number of projected labour 

shortages in the following sectors 
and occupations that will need to be 
addressed over the coming years:  

nurse supervisors and registered 
nurses (shortage of 5,434 workers 
by 2025)
medical technologists and 
technicians (shortage of 2,322 
workers by 2025)
computer and information systems 
professionals (shortage of 1,426 
workers by 2025)
managers in construction and 
transportation (shortage of 1,386 
workers by 2025)
sales and service supervisors 
(shortage of 1,145 workers by 2025)

Caregivers and their families will 
be reunited and the inventory 
of Live-in Caregiver Program 
(LCP) applications will be largely 
eliminated by the end of 2018, thanks 
to the commitments made today by 
the Honourable Ahmed Hussen, 
Minister of Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship. Great progress 
has been made on the backlog 
in recent years. As of October 1, 
2017, there was a 63% reduction in 
the number of caregivers and their 
family members waiting for their 
permanent residence applications 
to be finalized since reaching 

its highest level in May 2014. 
This fall, Immigration, Refugees 
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) 
dedicated additional resources 
to process LCP applications and 
encourage caregivers and their 
family members to submit any 
documents that were missing from 
their applications. With this focus, 
IRCC is on track to finalize 5,000 
more cases than originally planned 
by the end of 2017. This surge will 
allow IRCC to welcome 20,000 new 
permanent residents in the caregiver 
category in total this year, reaching 
the high end of the target range as 

set out in the 2017 levels plan.
Having taken these steps, IRCC is 
committing to:
Finalizing a minimum of 80% of the 
cases that were in the LCP inventory 
as of October 1, 2017 by the end of 
2018;
Processing 80% of new, complete 
LCP applications submitted on or 
after October 1, 2017 within 12 
months; and
Admitting high numbers of LCP 
caregivers and their family members 
as permanent residents until the 
remaining cases are processed.
The multi-year levels plan for 2018-

2020 set out targets for the number 
of permanent resident admissions 
in the caregiver category that 
will allow IRCC to meet these 
commitments. Earlier this year, the 
Standing Committee on Citizenship 
and Immigration recommended 
that the Government deliver a 
plan to end the backlog of Live-in 
Caregiver Program applications. 
With this plan in place, caregivers 
waiting for their Live-in Caregiver 
Program applications to be finalized 
should get decisions on their cases 
and be reunited with their families 
soon.

Los Angles, USA (student) visa 
success rate for Canada: Talk by Joy 
Stephen RCIC at the Scarborough 
Public Library in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada
https://youtu.be/6GHHDyE6QHk
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (student) visa 
success rate for Canada: Talk by Joy 
Stephen RCIC at the Scarborough 
Public Library in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada
https://youtu.be/XzXCc81-xOU
Manila, Philippines (student) visa 
success rate for Canada: Talk by Joy 
Stephen RCIC at the Scarborough 

Public Library in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada
https://youtu.be/Nd6IauqF-_I
Abu Dhabi, UAE (student) visa 
success rate for Canada: Talk by Joy 
Stephen RCIC at the Scarborough 
Public Library in Toronto, Ontario, 
https://youtu.be/ADLeTQsV-S0
Paris, France (student) visa success 
rate for Canada: Talk by Joy 
Stephen RCIC at the Toronto Public 
Library in Toronto, Canada
https://youtu.be/VdXx9kJ8qlI

The Minister of Citizenship 
and Immigration, pursuant to 
section 10.3(1)(i) and (j) of 
the Immigration and Refugee 
Protection Act, gives the 
annexed Ministerial Instructions 
Respecting Invitations to Apply 
for Permanent Residence under the 
Express Entry System (December 6, 
2017).
Ottawa, December 6, 2017
A H M E D  D .  H U S S E N 
Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration
Interpretation
1 The following definitions apply in 
these Instructions:
Eligible Foreign National
Means a foreign national whose 
expression of interest is in the 
express entry pool established by 
the Express Entry Instructions. 
(étranger admissible)
Express Entry Instructions
Means the Ministerial Instructions 
Respecting the Express Entry 
System, as published in the Canada 
Gazette, Part I, on December 1, 

2014, as amended from time to time. 
(Instructions concernant le système 
Entrée express)
General Ranking
Means the ranking of eligible 
foreign nationals relative to each 
other, regardless of the class under 
which they can receive an invitation. 
(classement général)
Invitation
Has the same meaning as in section 
1 of the Express Entry Instructions. 
(invitation)
Invitations — Period
2 Invitations may be issued under 
these Ministerial Instructions 
during the period beginning on 
December 6, 2017, and ending on 
December 7, 2017.
Invitations — Number
3 The number of invitations that 
may be issued is 2,750.
Invitations — Rank
4 For an eligible foreign national to 
be invited to make an application, 
they must be ranked among the first 
2,750 eligible foreign nationals in 
the general ranking.

Alberta reaches nomination allocation for 2017

Federal government continues to make family reunification a priority

Videos: Student Visa Success Rate for Canada

Ministerial Instructions: December 6, 2017


