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Parents and Grandparents Program: Second round of application intake

This year, the Government of 
Canada introduced a new application 
intake process for the Parents and 
Grandparents Program. This change 
improves access to the application 
process and makes it more fair and 
transparent. Under this new process, 
people who want to sponsor their 
parents and grandparents to come 
to Canada first have to complete an 
online form. Earlier this year, 10,000 
individuals were randomly selected 
from the forms received and invited 
to submit an application to sponsor 
their parents and grandparents. They 
were given 90 calendar days to 
submit their applications, meaning 
that Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC) needed 
to receive complete applications by 
August 4, 2017.IRCC did not receive 
10,000 complete applications by 
August 4, 2017. A second round 
of emails will be sent to invite 
additional potential sponsors 
to submit an application. These 

additional potential sponsors will be 
selected using the same randomized 
list that was prepared to identify 
the first 10,000 potential sponsors 
invited to submit an application. 
Emails will be sent to the additional 
potential sponsors inviting them to 
submit an application to sponsor 
their parents and grandparents. 
These potential sponsors will 
have until December 8, 2017, to 
submit their complete sponsorship 
applications to IRCC. The second 
round of invitations will mean a 
second chance for many potential 
sponsors who were not invited in the 
first round. The potential sponsors 
who were invited in the first round, 
but did not submit applications, will 
not have another chance to apply in 
2017.Those who are not selected 
to submit applications in 2017 will 
have the opportunity to show their 
interest to sponsor their parents and 
grandparents again in early 2018.
It is important to note that:
invitations will be sent to 
potential sponsors beginning 
on September  6 ,  2017
this process will continue over a few 

days. Check your email and junk 
mail carefully throughout that week
in this second round of invitations, 
only those who have been 
randomly selected to submit an 
application will receive an email
As of September 6, potential sponsors 
can confirm whether or not they have 
been selected by looking up their 
unique Confirmation Number to 
compare it with the list of numbers 
that were randomly selected. 
if their number appears, they 
have been invited to submit 
their sponsorship application
if their number doesn’t appear, 
they have not been selected
Those who have a child or 
grandchild in Canada, and who 
wish to spend an extended period of 
time with their families in Canada, 
also have the option to apply for the 
Parent and Grandparent Super Visa, 
whether they are being sponsored 
for permanent residence or not. 
The Super Visa offers holders the 
option of staying in Canada for 
up to two years for their initial 
visit, whereas the regular visa 
provides a six-month maximum.

Nova Scot ia  appointed 
Syrian refugee to economic 
d e v e l o p m e n t  b o a r d
Invest Nova Scotia, the branch 
that oversees the government’s 
economic incentives, has appointed 
well renowned Syrian refugee Tareq 
Hadhad, to its board of directors. 
Hadhad comes from an intelligent 
background, having studied as an 
aspiring physicist. However, he was 
forced to abandon his studies and 
flee Syria after bombing destroyed 
his family business, leading him and 
his family to Nova Scotia, where 
his entrepreneurial background has 
landed him the role. Hadhad has 
been recruited with the idea that 
he can bring a fresh perspective 
to Invest Nova Scotia, providing 
a unique insight into immigration, 
business and healthcare from his 
own first hand experiences.  The 
provisional government announced 
that Hadhad will serve a four year 
term on the board, in the hope 
that his expertise will enhance the 
regions competitiveness in the 
global economy.

LAA results – September 1, 2017
For the month of September, 27 
LAAs were Issued and the scores 
ranged from 90 to 100. Of the 
27 Letters of Advice to Apply 
(LAAs), seventeen (17) were 
sent to applicants with the lowest 
point score of 90. Forty-one 
(41) applications were received 
for the month of August 2017.

Skills Immigration & Express 
Entry BC and Entrepreneur 
Immigration Invitations Issued
On August 31 and September 6, 
2017, the BC Provincial Nominee 
Program (BC PNP) issued invitations 
to apply to registrants from the 
following category selection pools:
Skills Immigration – Skilled Worker
S k i l l s  I m m i g r a t i o n  – 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r a d u a t e
Skills Immigration – Entry 
Level  and Semi-Ski l led
Express Entry BC - Skilled Worker 
Express  En t ry  BC –
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  G r a d u a t e
On August 31, the BC 
Provincial Nominee Program 
(BC PNP) issued invitations to 
apply to registrants from the 
Entrepreneur Immigration stream.

The Ad Hoc Intergovernmental 
Task Force on Irregular Migration 
met on September 1st to discuss 
the situation at Canada’s border. 
This third meeting focused on 
coordinating efforts to address 
the influx of asylum seekers 
entering Canada at irregular border 
crossings. Progress has been 
made to speed up processing of 
asylum claimants. Capacity was 
increased by mobilizing existing 
resources to help at key locations. 
The Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada office in 
Montreal more than tripled its daily 
processing output. In light of the 
progress made to date, the NavCan 
Centre in Cornwall, Ontario, is no 

longer required for the time being, 
although it remains on standby. At 
the meeting, Task Force members 
recognized that expanded facilities 
at the Peel Street Joint Processing 
Centre in downtown Montreal 
allows IRCC and the Canada Border 
Services Agency to process even 
more claimants every day. IRCC 
will also be opening a temporary 
processing facility at Complexe 
Guy Favreau, in Montreal. This will 
help speed up processing of asylum 
claims, expedite work permits for 
all asylum claimants in order to 
reduce reliance on provincial social 
assistance and assist the Immigration 
and Refugee Board of Canada 
determine whether someone is truly 

a refugee that requires Canada’s 
protection. In addition, Quebec 
Minister of Immigration, Diversity 
and Inclusiveness, Kathleen Weil, 
highlighted that since August 24, 
2017, thanks to changes made by 
federal minister Ahmed Hussen, 
Interim Federal Health Program 
certificates are being provided by 
CBSA and IRCC to individuals 
who are entering Canada between 
Ports of Entry (POEs) after they 
undergo a thorough screening 
process, including medical, 
background and security checks 
in Lacolle, QC, and have their 
eligibility interview scheduled.

Ministerial Instructions respecting 
invitations to apply for permanent 
residence under the Express Entry 
system #71 – September 6, 2017
D e t e r m i n a t i o n  — 
n u m b e r  o f  i n v i t a t i o n s
1. (1) For the purposes of paragraph 
10.2(1)(b) of the Immigration 
and Refugee Protection Act, the 

number of invitations that may be 
issued during the period beginning 
on September 6, 2017, and ending 
on September 7, 2017, is 2,772.
R e q u i r e d  r a n k
(2) Foreign nationals who, 
on September 6, 2017, at 11:08:58 
UTC, have been assigned a total 
of 435 points or more under the 

Comprehensive Ranking System 
that is set out in the Ministerial 
Instructions Respecting the Express 
Entry System, as published in 
the Canada Gazette, Part I, on 
December 1, 2014, and as amended 
from time to time, occupy the rank 
required to be invited to make an 
application for permanent residence.
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