
 Toronto | Mississauga | Vancouver | Hamilton | Montreal                     www.thestudentherald.com  |  info@thestudentherald.com                    www.facebook.com/TheStudentHerald 

March 2017
Provincial News
Volume IX - VIII

www.thestudentherald.com/gen
The Student Herald
Subscribe to

Partial Ownership Stream

The price of a U.S. Green Card 
has been for the past 27 years 
$500,000 USD, under an investment 
immigration program known as 
EB-5. That will almost certainly 
change this year, when the U.S. 
Congress votes on raising the 
investor’s Green Card minimum 
to $1.3 million. So what should 

immigrants who do not meet the 
requirement anymore do? They 
should look to Canada, where 
immigrant investor programs 
are seeing a flood of interest and 
applications from discouraged 
would-be U.S. immigrants, seeking 
to move to more accepting places. 
Qualified applicants flooded one 

such Canadian program in the 
province of Manitoba after the 
U.S. policy shift was announced 
in October. With investment 
minimums ranging from $115,000-
$300,000 USD, the Canadian 
options are significantly cheaper.

On Tuesday February 21st, 
immigration Minister Ahmed 
Hussen announced that Canada will 
sponsor 1,200 Yazidi refugees and 
other survivors of the Islamic State 

this year with many of them destined 
for Manitoba. The decision follows 
a motion passed unanimously by the 
House of Commons last October to 
commit Canada to providing asylum 

to Yazidis, particularly women and 
girls who were kidnapped and turned 
into sex slaves by ISIS.

Ministerial Instructions respecting 
invitations to apply for permanent 
residence under the Express Entry 
system #55 – February 22, 2017
MINISTERIAL INSTRUCTIONS 
RESPECTING INVITATIONS 
TO APPLY FOR PERMANENT 
RESIDENCE UNDER THE 
EXPRESS ENTRY SYSTEM 
(FEBRUARY 22, 2017)
Determination — number of 

invitations
1. (1) For the purposes of paragraph 
10.2(1)(b) of the Immigration and 
Refugee Protection Act, the number 
of invitations that may be issued 
during the period beginning on 
February 22, 2017 and ending on 
February 23, 2017 is 3,611.
Required rank
(2) Foreign nationals who, on 
February 22, 2017 at 13:10:45 

UTC, have been assigned a total 
of 441 points or more under the 
Comprehensive Ranking System 
that is set out in the Ministerial 
Instructions Respecting the Express 
Entry System, as published in the 
Canada Gazette, Part I, on December 
1, 2014 and as amended from time to 
time, occupy the rank required to be 
invited to make an application for 
permanent residence

Reminder, 
The Atlantic Immigration Pilot 
Project (AIPP) begins in March 
2017 and will accept up to 2000 
applications in its first year of 
operation. This is a more attractive 
option for permenant residence for 
several reasons such as: 

1. There is less competition: 
As an alternative direct pathway to 
immigration, applicants do not need 
to compete with other permanent 
residence candidates through 

IRCC’s Express Entry system or 
through local provincial nominee 
programs.
2. I n t e r m e d i a t e - s k i l l e d 
workers wanted: This pilot project 
stands out because it allows 
intermediate-skilled workers with 
at least one-year of NOC level C 
experience within the last three 
years to apply directly for permanent 
residence if they have a permanent 
job offer from an approved employer 
in the Atlantic provinces. Applicants 
applying as international graduates 

of a publicly funded educational 
institution in one of the Atlantic 
provinces do not need to show 
any pre-existing work experience 
to apply under this pilot project, 
but they will require a job offer of 
at least one year to be made by an 
approved employer.
3. Language requirements 
are lower: This pilot project allows 
applicants with only basic language 
ability (Canadian Language 
Benchmark Level 4) to apply 
directly for permanent residence.

British Columbia 
Skills Immigration, Express Entry 
BC, and Entrepreneur Immigration 
invitations Issued
On February 23, 2017, the BC 
Provincial Nominee Program (BC 
PNP) issued 335 invitations to apply 
to registrants from the following 
category selection pools: 
 
Express Entry BC - Skilled Worker 
Express Entry BC –International 
Graduate 
Skills Immigration – Skilled Worker
Skills Immigration – International 
Graduate
Skills Immigration – Entry Level 
and Semi-Skilled
 
The BC PNP also issued 8 
invitations to apply to registrants 
from the Entrepreneur Immigration 
stream.

New Brunswick
As a Skilled Worker 
Applicant with employer 
support
You are between 22 and 55 years 
of age. Your age is assessed as 
of the day your application for 
permanent residence is received 
at the NBPNP Office and you are 
assigned an NBPNP file number.
You have sufficient English and, 
or French language ability to fulfill 
your job duties. You demonstrate, at 
a minimum, basic language ability. 
To obtain an objective assessment 
of your language ability you may 
be asked to submit an International 
English Language Testing System 
General Training (IELTS) or a Test 
d’Evaluation de Français (TEF). 
You can use language test results 
for two years from the time you took 
the test. 

Canada Seminars 
Talk by Joy Stephen on the recently 
closed Ontario PNP Human 
Capital Masters Graduate stream 
at the London Public library for 
Temporary Residents in Canada on 
25th February 2017 at 3pm.
Watch Video
Talk by Joy Stephen on the recently 
closed Ontario PNP Human 
Capital PhD Graduate stream at 
the Kitchener Public library for 
Temporary Residents in Canada on 
25th Feb at 11am.
Watch Video

The Partial Ownership Stream 
is designed for applicants who 
wish to transition into the Prince 

Edward Island business community 
by becoming a part owner in a 
business. The applicant must meet 

the program criteria, minimum net 
worth and investment thresholds 
and will be required to make a 

conditionally refundable deposit 
of $200,000 CAD to be held in 
escrow. Upon applying, meeting the 

criteria of the program, signing the 
necessary agreements and making 
the $200,000 CAD refundable 
escrow deposit, the applicant will be 
granted nomination. Of the $200,000 
CAD deposit $25,000 CAD will be 
refunded after 6 months of residency 
on Prince Edward Island another 
$25,000 CAD will be refunded 
after 1 year of residency on Prince 
Edward Island and the remaining 
$150,000 CAD will be released 
upon the applicant meeting the 
requirements outlined in the escrow 
agreement.
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Canada Immigration Case law  Canada, 

Li, IMMIGRATION — Refugee status — 

Requirements  

IMMIGRATION — Refugee status — Procedure 

— Refugee Protection Division (RPD) of the 

Immigration and Refugee Board denied applicant 

refugee status — RPD found applicant was not 

credible — RPD determined that actions of 

government in country of origin were enforcement 

of ordinary law of general application — 

Applicant sought judicial review — Application 

dismissed — It was unreasonable for RPD to form 

expectation that applicant would have arranged 

with his smuggler some sort of contingency plan 

in event of problems leaving China — RPD’s 

concerns arising from fact that only copies of 

arrest warrants were provided, even though 

originals were available were reasonable — It was 

reasonable for RPD to expect more information 

before accepting authenticity of applicant’s 

summons 

Visit: https://goo.gl/Bs0EBi  

Canada Immigration Case law  Canada,  

Abdi, IMMIGRATION — Refugee status — 

Procedure

IMMIGRATION — Refugee status — Procedure 

— Applicant claimed that he was Sufi Muslim 

from minority clan in Somalia and that he would 

be murdered by terrorist organization called Al-

Shabaab if he stayed in Somalia — He arrived in 

Canada in November 2013 and asked for refugee 

protection shortly thereafter — Refugee Protection 

Division (“RPD”) rejected applicant’s claim 

because he had not supplied enough evidence to 

prove he was from Somalia — Since there was no 

functioning administration in that country which 

could produce official identity cards, applicant 

had produced identity witness who claimed that 

he used to sell livestock to applicant’s father in 

Somalia, but RPD did not find witness credible 

— Refugee Appeal Division (“RAD”) upheld 

decision of RPD, finding all of applicant’s new 

evidence inadmissible — Applicant applied 

for judicial review of decision of RAD — 

Application allowed — RAD did not properly 

apply test for admission of new evidence — It 

found new affidavit of applicant offered nothing 

new when, in fact, it was almost exclusively 

about applicant’s friendship with his new identity 

witness — It was also unreasonable for RAD to 

reject affidavit of new witness — Just because 

applicant had encountered new witness and had 

himself been considered not to be credible by 

RPD was no reason for RAD to blindly find new 

witness’ affidavit not to be credible as well — It 

was also error for RAD to rely so heavily on fact 

that RPD had found applicant was not credible — 

It was unreasonable for RAD simply to presume 

that very findings that were under appeal were 

error-free when deciding whether to admit new 

evidence that could contradict those findings — 

Matter was returned to RAD for re-determination 

by different panel member  

Visit: https://goo.gl/dRzxiZ 

Canada Immigration Case law  Canada  Chen 

IMMIGRATION — Judicial review — General

IMMIGRATION — Judicial review — General — 

Applicants were mother and son and were citizens 

of China — Mother claimed to be practitioner of 

Falun Gong and wanted by Public Security Bureau 

in China — Refugee Protection Division (RPD) 

found mother not to be credible and concluded 

she was not Falun Gong practitioner in China 

— Mother also claimed that she practiced Falun 

Gong in Canada — RPD found that mother had 

only gotten involved in Falun Gong in Canada to 

advance fraudulent refugee claim — Applicants 

applied for judicial review — Application 

dismissed — RPD’s decision that mother was not 

Falun Gong practitioner in China was reasonable 

— Assessment was based on her testimony, 

conflicts and inconsistencies in evidence and 

discrepancies between testimony and facts — RPD 

did not err in assessing sur place claim — RPD 

was entitled to assess genuineness of mother’s 

assertion that she had become practitioner in 

Canada in light of credibility concerns relating to 

original authenticity of claim — Where there was 

adverse credibility finding, evidence of applicant 

was entitled to little weight — Given evidence 

before RPD, decision was reasonable 

Visit:https://goo.gl/04DGbC 

Canada Immigration Case law  Canada,  

Hurtado,  IMMIGRATION — Person in need 

of protection

IMMIGRATION — Person in need of protection 

— Applicant left country of origin and lived in 

United States for almost 14 years without status 

— Applicant and her child entered Canada — 

Applicant was denied refugee protection on basis 

of serious criminality and her child was denied 

because he had American citizenship — Applicant 

received negative pre-removal risk assessment 

— Officer did not believe that 1996 assault on 

applicant was connected to FARC and rejected 

applicant’s contention that 1996 attack indicated 

significant threat to her now — Applicant sought 

judicial review — Application dismissed — 

Officer did not based decision only on applicant’s 

credibility — After being away from country of 

origin for almost two decades without apparent 

incident, it was entirely reasonable for officer 

to conclude that any personal risk had fully 

dissipated — Because officer found there to 

be no extant FARC risk his credibility findings 

were not determinative of claim to relief and no 

oral hearing was required — It was not error for 

decision-maker to consider absence of readily 

available corroboration in assessing merits of 

claim — Given serious nature of events applicant 

described, failure to produce verifiable third-party 

reports establishing link to FARC and to include 

this information in employment reference letter 

were inexplicable — Reasons were sufficient to 

reasonably dispose of arguments

Visit: https://goo.gl/bdRcwT 

Canada Immigration Case law  Canada,  Ishaq, 

v CITIZENSHIP — Qualifications — Oath of 

allegiance

Mandatory policy requiring women who wear 

niqab to unveil to take oath of citizenship 

unlawful as contrary to Citizenship Act (Can.), 

and regulations thereunder

Visit:https://goo.gl/X4AK3A   


